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1. RESPONSIBLE COMMITTEE 

Finance and Personnel 
 

2. RATIONALE 
 

In order that the school can legally make charges for educational activities 
“The Education Act 1996” requires that the Governing Body publish its 
Charging and Remissions Policy with regard to Education, Optional Extras 
and Residential Trips.  This policy will be implemented in line with the Act 
and in reference to Department for Education publication ‘Charging for 
School Activities’ October  2014. 
The Governing Body wishes to provide a broad programme of activities 
and opportunities for pupils, such as visits and musical instrument 
teaching, that it cannot reasonably be expected to provide from its normal 
budget.  
 

3.  PURPOSE 
 

To ensure the school complies with the law and make activities available 
to ALL pupils regardless of their parents’ ability or willingness to pay. 
 

4. GUIDELINES 
 

Definitions:  
Charge: Throughout this policy the term ‘Charge’ means that the school 
will require parents to pay the full cost of the activity.  
‘Voluntary Contribution’ means that the school may ask parents for a 
contribution towards costs, but payments are discretionary and parents are 
not obliged to pay them 
‘Remission’ refers to circumstances in which the school may propose to 
remit (wholly or partly) any charge which would otherwise be payable to 
the school in accordance with the Charging Policy. 

5. PRACTICE AND 
PROCEDURES 

Education During School Hours  

 All Education during normal school hours will be FREE of Charge with 
the exception of musical instrument tuition for which a Charge will be 
made (Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007) 

 ALL activities will be available to ALL pupils regardless of their parents’ 
ability or willingness to pay  

 The schools may ask for Voluntary Contributions from parents to help 
meet the cost of any activity which takes place during school hours, 
school equipment and school funds generally. 

 If there is insufficient funding from Voluntary Contributions and there is 
no other way to make up the shortfall the activity will be cancelled. 

 The school may request recompense for breakages and damage to 
property. 

 In lessons such as art or technology, expensive materials are 
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sometimes involved.  If they form part of the basic curriculum then no 
charge will be made unless the pupil wishes to take the work home to 
keep.  In which case a charge to cover the cost of the specialist 
materials (eg motors) only may be made. 
 

Education Outside School Hours 

 The school will make a Charge for activities provided as ‘Optional 
Extras’ that take place wholly or mainly out of school hours. The full 
cost of such activities must be met or the activity will be cancelled. The 
school may remit charges or reduce in part or whole the cost of such 
activities to parents who are in receipt of Income Support; Income-
based Jobseeker's Allowance; Support under Part VI of the Immigration 
and Asylum Act 1999; or Child Tax Credit (providing that they do not 
also receive Working Tax Credit and have an annual income, assessed 
by The Inland Revenue, that does not exceed £16190). This decision 
will be made in respect of individual activities and is delegated to the 
Head Teacher. 
No charge for Optional Extras made in respect of individual pupils will 
exceed the actual cost of providing the optional extra activity, divided 
equally by the number of children participating. 
 

Residential Activities During School Hours 

 The school will make no Charge for Education or Travel for these visits 

 A Charge will be made for Board and Lodging costs except to those 
parents in receipt of Income Support; Income-based Jobseeker's 
Allowance; Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 
1999; or Child Tax Credit (providing that they do not also receive 
Working Tax Credit and have an annual income, assessed by The 
Inland Revenue, that does not exceed £16190). The Head Teacher will 
inform parents receiving these benefits of their right to claim FREE 
Board and Lodging 

 A “Voluntary Contribution” will be requested for all other elements of a 
residential trip. 

Education Partly During School Hours 

 The school will follow the rules detailed in “The Education Act 1996” to 
determine whether an activity takes place wholly, mainly or partly during 
school hours. In any case the Charges detailed above will apply 

Music Tuition 
Charges for Music Tuition (England) regulations 2007.  Charges may be 
made for music tuition provided either individually or to groups of any 
size, provided the tuition is provided at the request of the pupil’s parent.  
Charges will not exceed the cost of the provision, including the cost of 
the staff providing tuition. Charges will not be made if the teaching is 
either an essential part of the National Curriculum or is provided under 
the first access to the KS2 Instrumental and Vocal Tuition Programme.  
No charge will be made in respect of a pupil who is looked after by a 
Local Authority (within the meaning of section22(I) of the Children Act 
1989) 

Transport 
The school will not charge for: 

 transporting registered pupils to or from the school premises, where the 
local education authority has a statutory obligation to provide transport; 
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 transporting registered pupils to other premises where the governing 
body or local authority has arranged for pupils to be educated; 

 transport that enables a pupil to meet an examination requirement 
when the pupil has been prepared for an examination by the school; 
and 

 transport provided in connection with an educational visit. 
 
 

6. RELATED 
            DOCUMENTS 

 The Education Act 1996 

 ‘Charging for School Activities’ DfE October 2014 

 Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007 

 

 
 
Policy Review 
This policy will be reviewed every 3 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:                   
 
Date reviewed:……………………………. 
 
 
 
Signed:………………………………………(Chair of Governors) 
 
 


