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Courage - Matthew 8:23-27 
 

Jesus Calms a Storm 
23 Jesus got into a boat, and his disciples went with 

him. 24 Suddenly a fierce storm hit the lake, and the boat 

was in danger of sinking. But Jesus was asleep. 25 The 

disciples went to him and woke him up. “Save us, Lord!” 

they said. “We are about to die!” 
26 “Why are you so frightened?” Jesus answered. “What 

little faith you have!” Then he got up and ordered the 

winds and the waves to stop, and there was a great 

calm. 
27 Everyone was amazed. “What kind of man is this?” 

they said. “Even the winds and the waves obey him!” 



Compassion – Luke 9: 10-17 

Jesus Feeds Five Thousand 

10 The apostles came back and told Jesus everything they had 

done. He took them with him, and they went off by themselves 

to a town named Bethsaida. 11 When the crowds heard about it, 

they followed him. He welcomed them, spoke to them about 

the Kingdom of God, and healed those who needed it. 

12 When the sun was beginning to set, the twelve disciples came 

to him and said, “Send the people away so that they can go to 

the villages and farms around here and find food and lodging, 

because this is a lonely place.” 

13 But Jesus said to them, “You yourselves give them something 

to eat.” 

They answered, “All we have are five loaves and two fish. Do 

you want us to go and buy food for this whole crowd?” 14 (There 

were about five thousand men there.) 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Make the people sit down in groups 

of about fifty each.” 

15 After the disciples had done so, 16 Jesus took the five loaves 

and two fish, looked up to heaven, thanked God for them, 

broke them, and gave them to the disciples to distribute to the 

people. 17 They all ate and had enough, and the disciples took up 

twelve baskets of what was left over. 



Trust – Daniel 6 

 
Daniel in the Pit of Lions 
6 Darius decided to appoint a hundred and twenty governors to hold office 

throughout his empire. 2 In addition, he chose Daniel and two others to supervise 

the governors and to look after the king's interests. 3 Daniel soon showed that he 

could do better work than the other supervisors or the governors. Because he was 

so outstanding, the king considered putting him in charge of the whole em-

pire. 4 Then the other supervisors and the governors tried to find something wrong 

with the way Daniel administered the empire, but they couldn't, because Daniel 

was reliable and did not do anything wrong or dishonest. 5 They said to each other, 

“We are not going to find anything of which to accuse Daniel unless it is something 

in connection with his religion.” 
6 So they went to see the king and said, “King Darius, may Your Majesty live forev-

er! 7 All of us who administer your empire—the supervisors, the governors, the 

lieutenant governors, and the other officials—have agreed that Your Majesty 

should issue an order and enforce it strictly. Give orders that for thirty days no one 

be permitted to request anything from any god or from any human being except 

from Your Majesty. Anyone who violates this order is to be thrown into a pit filled 

with lions. 8 So let Your Majesty issue this order and sign it, and it will be in force, a 

law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be changed.” 9 And so King Darius 

signed the order. 10 When Daniel learned that the order had been signed, he went 

home. In an upstairs room of his house there were windows that faced toward Je-

rusalem. There, just as he had always done, he knelt down at the open windows 

and prayed to God three times a day. 
11 When Daniel's enemies observed him praying to God, 12 all of them went together 

to the king to accuse Daniel. They said, “Your Majesty, you signed an order that 

for the next thirty days anyone who requested anything from any god or from any 

human being except you, would be thrown into a pit filled with lions.” 

The king replied, “Yes, that is a strict order, a law of the Medes and Persians, 

which cannot be changed.” 
13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, does not re-

spect Your Majesty or obey the order you issued. He prays regularly three times a 

day.” 
14 When the king heard this, he was upset and did his best to find some way to res-

cue Daniel. He kept trying until sunset. 15 Then Daniel's enemies came back to the 

king and said to him, “Your Majesty knows that according to the laws of the Medes 

and Persians no order which the king issues can be changed.” 

 



16 So the king gave orders for Daniel to be taken and thrown into the pit filled 

with lions. He said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve so loyally, rescue 

you.” 17 A stone was put over the mouth of the pit, and the king placed his own 

royal seal and the seal of his noblemen on the stone, so that no one could res-

cue Daniel. 18 Then the king returned to the palace and spent a sleepless night, 

without food or any form of entertainment. 
19 At dawn the king got up and hurried to the pit. 20 When he got there, he called 

out anxiously, “Daniel, servant of the living God! Was the God you serve so loy-

ally able to save you from the lions?” 
21 Daniel answered, “May Your Majesty live forever! 22 God sent his angel to shut 

the mouths of the lions so that they would not hurt me. He did this because he 

knew that I was innocent and because I have not wronged you, Your Majesty.” 
23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders for Daniel to be pulled up out of the 

pit. So they pulled him up and saw that he had not been hurt at all, for he trust-

ed God. 24 Then the king gave orders to arrest all those who had accused Daniel, 

and he had them thrown, together with their wives and children, into the pit 

filled with lions. Before they even reached the bottom of the pit, the lions 

pounced on them and broke all their bones. 
25 Then King Darius wrote to the people of all nations, races, and languages on 

earth: 

“Greetings! 26 I command that throughout my empire everyone should fear and 

respect Daniel's God. 

“He is a living God, 

    and he will rule forever. 

His kingdom will never be destroyed, 

    and his power will never come to an end. 
27 He saves and rescues; 

    he performs wonders and miracles 

    in heaven and on earth. 

He saved Daniel from being killed by the lions.” 
28 Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Per-

sian. 



Friendship – Luke 5: 17-25 

 

Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man 
17 One day when Jesus was teaching, some Pharisees 

and teachers of the Law were sitting there who had 

come from every town in Galilee and Judea and from 

Jerusalem. The power of the Lord was present for Je-

sus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a 

paralyzed man on a bed, and they tried to carry him 

into the house and put him in front of Je-

sus. 19 Because of the crowd, however, they could find 

no way to take him in. So they carried him up on the 

roof, made an opening in the tiles, and let him down 

on his bed into the middle of the group in front of Je-

sus. 20 When Jesus saw how much faith they had, he 

said to the man, “Your sins are forgiven, my friend.” 
21 The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees began to 

say to themselves, “Who is this man who speaks such 

blasphemy! God is the only one who can forgive 

sins!” 
22 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Why 

do you think such things? 23 Is it easier to say, ‘Your 

sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Get up and 

walk’? 24 I will prove to you, then, that the Son of Man 

has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to 

the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, pick up your 



Wisdom – James 3: 17 
 
17 But the wisdom from above is pure first of 

all; it is also peaceful, gentle, and friendly; 

it is full of compassion and produces a har-

vest of good deeds; it is free from prejudice 

and hypocrisy. 



Endurance – Isaiah 40: 31 
31 But those who trust in the Lord for help 

    will find their strength renewed. 
They will rise on wings like eagles; 

    they will run and not get weary; 
    they will walk and not grow weak. 


