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Community, Compassion, Courage, Trust, Perseverance, Thankfulness 

 

Chaddleworth and Shefford Federated CE Primary Schools 
‘Living life in all its fullness’ John 10:10 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

This week began with a reminder from Robins of their invitation for me to join 

them last Friday in their immersive experience to prepare for St Andrew’s Day. 

I was welcomed into class to the sounds of Scottish bagpipe music 

accompanied by beautiful images of the Scottish 

highlands even featuring a highland cow! The children 

took Scottish flags home in preparation 

for St Andrew’s day on Sunday 30th 

November. On Monday we invited 

everyone to bring in silver coin donations to add to their class 

Scottish flags, as St Andrew is the patron Saint of Scotland, to raise 

money for Great Ormand Street Hospital. Thank you for all your 

generous silver coin donations. We raised a total of £38.95 for GOSH 

which will support bringing joy to the families and children on the 

hospital wards.  

I hope to see you at our PTFA’s Christmas fair between 11-2pm in the 

school hall. Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend, 

Ms Munday   Headteacher   www.csfschools.org 
Whole School Worship… 

We were grateful to be gifted a copy of a new book by the 

Oxford Diocesan Board of Education (ODBE) and Reverand 

Mike for Christmas this year. This week in worship we 

introduced, and began sharing, the story of ‘The Grumpy 

Owl and the joy of Christmas’. We quite quickly spotted that the story was not only following the 

journey of a rather grumpy owl, but also telling the story of the very first Christmas! 

We considered how Compassion could be helpful for the Grumpy Owl through the 

story and realised that empathy would be needed for the Owl and everyone around 

him to help share compassion for each other. We’re looking forward to sharing the 

end of the story together next week to find out what happens next! 

Christingle…  

As we enter the season of Advent our Wednesday whole school worship with 

Reverands Mike and Matt welcomed much excitement and ancipation, to find 

out about Christingles! Christingles are used in some Christian churches during 

the time of Advent. Each part of a Christingle represents something special for 
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this time of year. Christingles began over three 

hundred years ago when a bishop in Germany 

wanted to explain to children the happiness 

that people feel through knowing Jesus. At his 

Advent service, the bishop gave all the children 

a candle with a red ribbon around it as a 

symbol of this. In 1968, the Children’s Society charity used the idea of the Christingle and made 

their own version. Reverand Mike and Matt were able to introduce to us a live action version of 

making a Christingle, what fun! 

We were invited to share our Advent and Christmas traditions. Tuppence shared that she enjoys a 

reuseable advent calendar, where each day a little box is opened with a different activity for her to 

do. Alfred shared that his family always leaves Santa a warm drink and some biscuits on 

Christmas eve. Reverand Mike shared that his Christmas tradition is to 

visit 25 different children’s church events 

every year. Each one focusses on the 

message of Joy for the Christmas season.  

The Church of England has shared more 

suggestions to find the JOY of Christmas at 

home… 

Reverands Mike and Matt shared the times 

and dates of our local family friendly 

Christmas services that everyone is 

welcome and invited to attend.  

 

Red Kites trip to Oxford…  

“On Tuesday, Red Kites had the pleasure of going to Oxford 

Museum of Natural History; it was fantastic. We took part in a 

workshop about insects, where we had to decide what type of 

habitat each group of insects would live in. In each group there 

were a variety of different insects such as dragon flies, 

butterflies, bees, beetles and many more. We had so much fun 

using the magnify glasses to look closely at each insect. After 

this we explored the museum. There were so many things to 

looks at, read about and touch - yes touch!! We also managed 

to complete different scavenger hunts. If you want to learn some 

of the facts we found out, please read our blog. We all had an amazing time.” 

Mrs Chapman 
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Kingfishers trip to Wantage…  

“On Wednesday and Thursday this week Year 1 and Year 2 

visited the Vale and Downland Museum in Wantage. They 

went to find out about how a Victorian Christmas would 

have been celebrated. In the Victorian kitchen the children 

learnt about the different sorts of Christmas traditions 

and decorations that they would have had in the Victorian times, 

they went on an imaginary tram ride to go carol singing and they 

made Victorian inspired Christmas cards. It was a very 

enjoyable, and a very festive trip!” Mrs Harris 

 

 Christmas posters… 

Our Art Leaders wanted to spread some festive cheer across the school and invited 

everyone to have a go at their Christmas poster competition! There were lots of 

creative, eye catching posters brought in and the Art Leaders had a tricky task choosing 

the winners to receive certificates for their efforts. The chosen winners are…. 

Robins… Kingfishers… 

Jesse  

Miriam 

 

Lola 

 Nancy  

Owls… Red Kites… 

Evey  

Alexi 

 

Rosie 

 

 

Emily 

 

Sophie 

 

Thank you to everyone who entered the competition. All the Christmas posters will be on display at 

the Christmas Fair this Saturday! 
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Class worship…  

How have we all been…” Living life in all its fullness” (John 10:10) this week? 

 In  

Robins… 

Albie, “being with my sister.” 

Jesse, “my Christmas classroom is amazing!” 

 In 

Kingfishers… 

Spencer, “I enjoyed going to Wantage museum to learn more about the 

Victorians, I really enjoyed making a Victorian Christmas card.” 

William, “I've learnt how to swim on my back for the first time.” 

Luna, “I went to my boxing class at the weekend and got to do a crescent 

kick, it was tricky but I did it! 

 In  

Owls… 

Sophie, “I made a reindeer for my elves and they loved it!”  

Betsy, “I have decorated my Christmas tree at home.” 

Seb, “I have life in all its fullness because I made a bag in my DT lesson.” 

 In  

Red Kites… 

Evie, “I loved the T-rex skeleton!” 

Sullivan, “I enjoyed looking at the gems and minerals.” 

Ava, “Our amazing class trip to the Oxford Natural History Museum!” 

Louie, “I loved looking at the dinosaur fossils.” 

Josh, “I loved the dinosaurs, especially the plesiosaur.” 

Henry, “It was the BEST trip ever!” 

Our school adults… Miss Carter, “I have helped make some props for the nativity which has 

made me feel proud.” 
  

Picture News and the BIG question this week… 

 

The BIG question… 

How important is it 

to feel a sense of 

togetherness? 

 
 

 
 

Class Blogs 
Click on the class bird to link to the class blog pages sharing your child/ren’s learning this week… 

   Robins  
 
 

        Kingfishers Owls 

 

    Red Kites  
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PTFA news and 

updates…  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary dates… (New dates are added in green) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

December 2025 

Sat, 6th PTFA Christmas Fair, 11am – 2pm 
See poster information to book in to meet Santa and for the 
Christmas Bake off. 

Tues, 9th Nativity and Carols dress rehearsal day 1.15pm 

Wed, 10th Nativity and Carols afternoon performance 1.30pm 

Thurs, 11th Nativity and Carols evening performance 6pm 

Fri, 12th Christmas jumper day. Christmas jumpers are invited to be 
worn in place of a school jumper today.  

Wed, 17th Christmas Church service, 9.30am, St Mary’s Church, Great 
Shefford, all welcome 
School dinner Christmas lunch day 

Thurs, 18th Whole school pantomime trip to the Corn 
Exchange, Newbury 
Last day of term 2 

January 2026 

Mon, 5th Term 3 begins 

February 2026 

Fri, 13th Last day of term 3 

Mon, 23rd Term 4 begins 

March 2026 

Fri, 27th Last day of term 4 

April 2026 

Mon, 13th Term 5 begins 

May 2026 

Fri, 22nd Last day of term 5 

June 2026 

Mon, 1st Term 6 begins 

July 2026 

Tues, 21st Last day of term 6 

Term Dates - Chaddleworth St. Andrew’s & Shefford - C.E. Federated Primary Schools 
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Parent and carer community news and information… 
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info@facefamilyadvice.co.uk 

www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk 
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Events  
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